Qtn 1.  In your own opinion, what led to the collapse of the very powerful Soviet Union in 1991?
In my own opinion, the Soviet Union collapsed due to the prevailing economic inefficiency in the union. Being a very powerful union, Soviet lacked the economic strategies to ensure that the agreement between them and Saudi Arabia on the oil prices remained intact. Saudi Arabia breached the agreement and it is after they quitted that the oil prices went down. As a source of revenue, the fall of oil prices crippled down the economy which by then relied on the oil to run their function. The little revenue left could not even cater to the basic needs of the people and this weakened them as their hope was on a declining notch. The production of quality goods decreased and this left the society to be judged as an ill society.
       The union military system was weak due to the liberalization of glasnost and perestroika that had led to political chaos. For the union to be strong, it must have proper funding to be well equipped with machinery and Amaryl to enhance internal and external security. Reducing the number of the military from 5.3 to 2.7 only created a security threat and reduced the level of support for the Soviet Union. When the glasnost acquired freedom for the military to speak openly and in public, it marked the beginning for the fall of the Union because they exposed what the military was going through and the suffering they were going through. This was a very good opportunity for the communist hardliners to lead the military in overthrowing Gorbachev hence the reason for the collapse of the Soviet Union.
    Ethnicity also played a big part in the collapse of the Soviet Union. The 15 constitutional republics that were all different from each other and they publicly divided the people along with culture, religion, and ethnicities.  This means that the small ethnic communities were always oppressed and suffered most living the bigger ones to rule and exploit them.  Discrimination fueled the collapse of the Soviet Union as it created tension among those who were not favored. With continued repression of their rights in participating in politics and cultural roles, the minority organized themselves and formed one group intending to fracture the Soviet Union that has been exploiting and discriminating against them.
Qtn 1. Explain what factors you believe, contributed to ending the crisis without “all-out” nuclear war
[bookmark: _GoBack]       The need to protect humanity from the damage that can be caused by nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons have adverse effects on the human health system and can alter the body organs. For this fear of eradicating the human race, there was a need to avoid nuclear war. Cold war substituted the nuclear war and calmed down the crisis. As a lesson from the Nagasaki and Hiroshima outburst impacts in Japan, nuclear war clearly depicted the end of the earth and no one was to watch it go down. People agreed to talk about dis-armament and hence there was no need to use a nuclear weapon.  
Qtn 2. Explain the role that leadership played throughout the crisis. 
Leadership was very necessary to ensure that there was stability in the way people were governed. One most important role was in deciding as to which methodology to apply to attack the enemy. For instance, whether to use the atomic bomb or not depending on the person in leadership. Secondly, leaders used their leadership skills to identify allies while some used leadership to curb down the crisis through dictatorship and other forms of governance like democracy in very few cases. Making the system of governance to work depends on the leader and in case of a fall out in the crisis belittled the leader.

     
